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Region Director’s Corner                                                                                                        Vol. 3    No. 2                                                                       

 
Well, it looks like winter has finally arrived.  However, it is still not a typical Northern Michigan snow 
season.  With warmer temperatures and limited natural snow it is like Spring skiing.  All of the areas in 
Northern Michigan are open, but all are open with limited runs available.  Many thanks to our area 
management teams, snowmakers, lift maintenance, lift operators and general employees who have 
been working hard to keep the areas open so we can ski or board and do our job. 
 
I wish you all a very Happy and Healthy New Year!  Even though Mother Nature hasn’t given us a lot of 
snow, the areas have been very busy making up for her.  All of the Region events are on schedule. Make 
sure you check the Region calendar in this newsletter for this season’s training, testing and deadline 
dates.  The calendar has been reformatted so that the events are shown in chronological order instead 
of listed by programs.  Take a look at both calendars and let me know which format you like best. 
 
This year, the Region Leadership, with your support, will be electing a new Region Director.  The process 
opened in September, 2011 when the Division Election Coordinator announced the election.  The 
nomination phase started on December 26, 2011 and will run through January 26, 2012.  On January 27, 
2012 the nominees will be validated and ballots sent out to the electorate (Section Chiefs and Patrol 
Directors) who will vote for the new Region Director.  Make sure you tell your Patrol Director and 
Section Chief who you would like them to vote for and why.  There are a lot of qualified NMR patrollers 
who would do a great job leading the Region into the future.  If you know someone who you think 
would do a good job, talk to them about running, nominate them and support them.  But it is important 
that you know that if no one decides to run, the Division Director will appoint a Region Director for you! 
 
During the past two months we said good bye to several NMR patrollers. Tom Phillips, an active member 
of the Otsego Ski Club Ski Patrol and one of the NMR Webmasters, died in an airplane accident. Robert 
Smith, a past Region Director, past Nub’s Nob Patrol Director and very active with the Northern 
Michigan Hospital Foundation, passed away in Colorado and Dick Miles, a former Schuss Mtn. Pro and 
Volunteer patroller, passed away in Sun City, Arizona.  He was 73 and his death was unexpected.  So 
when you are out on the slopes on a beautiful day, please remember all of them and their families in 
your thoughts and prayers.  

Thank you all for the jobs you do on the slope and in the patrol room.  Without you, there would be no 
Ski Patrol. 

Stay safe and see you on the slopes, 

Bob Lechtanski  

 Tip of the Mitt  
          Northern Michigan Region 

 www.nspnmr.org 
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Winter 2012 OEC News 

 By: Tena Lechtanski, Region OEC Administrator 

 

This past fall we had a great deal of activity, with the NMR Refresher in Gaylord and the Schuss Mtn.  

refresher in Bellaire. Two Basic OEC Courses utilizing the new 5th Edition OEC Manual were held, one in 

Harbor Springs and the other in Traverse City.  Many thanks go to Meghan Walls for heading up the 

Traverse City course. At the end of this article I’ve listed the many people who helped with these classes. 

When you see one of these folks on the snow, please thank them for their dedication “off the snow” as 

well. 

Now that we are finally able to ski or ride, let’s all enjoy ourselves. But during the “slow” times get a 

friend or two together to practice some of the skills you may use infrequently or are not too familiar 

with. Every patrol has Instructors that are willing to help you keep your skills sharp. 

The OEC season “ends” for the year with the Senior Emergency Management Evaluation, being held this 

year on Sunday March 25th at Boyne Mountain. Please check your calendars and add this event to your 

schedule if you can. We can use all kinds of help, from Instructors, to Scene Equipment Managers, to 

Patients or Bystanders in scenarios. It truly takes a whole lot of people to put this event on. Children, 

age 10 and up, are also helpful in some scenes. If you can volunteer the day to help, please let me know 

by email at tenalski@centurytel.net. We usually start at 8 am and are done by 2 pm, depending on the 

number of candidates participating. 

Hope to see many of you on the snow this winter, and lots of you at Boyne Mountain on March 25th! 

The following people participated in the Traverse City OEC Course: 

Instructors who taught during class:   Others who assisted in during class: 

Dan Bodamer (Nub’s Nob)    Matt Lyons (Holiday) 

Paula Larson (Nub’s Nob)    Mike Courson (Metro FD) 

Larry Gray (Schuss Mtn.)    Adam Mervau (Metro FD) 

Polly Gray (Schuss Mtn.)    Mike Bryan (Metro FD) 

Rod Kivell (Holiday)     Peter Smith (Holiday) 

Meghan Walls (Holiday)     Kim Garris (Holiday) 

Those who assisted with Practical Exam  Steve Foote (Holiday)  

 Courtney Berg (Holiday)                                Jeff Summers (Holiday) 

Dan Bodamer (Nub’s Nob)        Len Price (Homestead) 

Paula Larson (Nub’s Nob)    Bailey Kivell 

Sharon Crockett (Nub’s Nob)    Trevor Stevens (Holiday) 

Polly Gray (Schuss)     Darryl Nelson (Holiday) 

Larry Gray (Schuss)     Lisa Buckley (Holiday) 

Perry Reed (Boyne Mtn)     Tim Berg (Holiday) 

Tena Lechtanski (B. Highlands)     Colin Husband (Holiday) 

Bob Lechtanski (B. Highlands)    Josh Sayler (NorthFlight EMS) 

Pat Throop (Schuss) 

mailto:tenalski@centurytel.net
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The following people participated in the Harbor Springs OEC Course: 

Instructors who taught during class   Others who assisted during class 

Kim Medler  (B. Highlands)    Diane Frykberg (B. Highlands) 

Susan Reed (B. Highlands)    Randy Frykberg (B. Highlands) 

Perry Reed (B. Mountain)    Bob Diepeveen (B. Highlands) 

David Hartman (B. Highlands)    Dick McMurray (B. Highlands) 

Mark McMurray (B. Highlands)    Laurie McMurray (B. Highlands) 

Gary Krook (Nub’s Nob)     Ben McMurray  

Bob Lechtanski (B. Highlands)    Theresa Ma-Gagnon (B. Highlands) 

Tena Lechtanski (B. Highlands)    Mike Longfellow-Jones (B. Highlands) 

         Dawn Longfellow-Jones   

David Sayers (B. Highlands) 

Tim Ronda (B. Highlands)  

Don Smith (B. Highlands) 

Candy Jacques (Schuss Mtn)   

Dick Jacques (Schuss Mtn)    

Bill Drake (Nub’s Nob) 

Bill Becheck (Nub’s Nob) 

Avalanche news   

We had a good season for the Rodney Dangerfield of NSP classes last year. Whereas in 2009-2010 we 

couldn’t find enough people to put on a course, in the 2010-2011 season we put on three classes!  

Eight people attended a class which was held at Boyne Highlands in December. Seven people went on to 

finish with a field session at Mt. Bohemia in January and were awarded a full Level 1 Avalanche for 

Professional Rescuer Certification.  A third Level 1 class was held for 18 people at Michigan Tech in 

March. While this last class was outside of and technically not sponsored by Northern Michigan Region, 

it did have the effect of adding Mont Ripley to the list as an approved field session milieu for future 

classes. It also netted an additional four new Avalanche Instructors for the Division. 

Interestingly enough, although it’s hard to believe, avalanches do occur in Michigan! I do have some 

interesting photos of these slides, and all you have to do to see them is attend a class with us. 

 

See you soon, 

Dave Hartman, Avalanche Advisor 

Avalanche for Professional Rescuer Level-2 

 
As you may know, this year we are planning on putting on the first ever Level 2 ARP class in the 

Midwest. The class will run from 2/13/12 to 2/17/12. The first 2 days will be classroom study to be done 

at Michigan Tech in Houghton, MI. Wednesday will be backcountry field work done at an appropriate 
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site in the Keweenaw. The last 2 days will be done at Mt. Bohemia. The final day will be a full rescue 

scenario. To attend, students must have completed a Level-1 class within the last 3 years.  

 

Class cost is $150 / student with a 5 student minimum class size. If interested, please contact Dave 

Hartman at wdh@acd.net by 1/15/12. A 50% deposit is required to hold your reservation. Deposit is 

non-refundable in the event of student no-show.  All deposits will be refunded in the event of class 

cancellation (insufficient students). 

This is your opportunity to get your Level 2 Avalanche rating at a fraction of an out west trip. 

It’s going to be a fun course, hope to see you there! 

Dave 

 

MOUNTAIN HOSTS BECOME PATROLLERS  

By Dick Taylor, PD, Boyne Highlands 

 

At Boyne Highlands, the Volunteer Mountain Host Program is the source of new Patrol Candidates. 

 

The Host program is run by the patrol under the leadership of Host Program Director and Assistant Patrol 

Director, Randy Frykberg.  The Hosts share our boot room, ski storage, and attend our morning meetings.  

They carry radios and report and respond to accidents where they assist with traffic control and as 

otherwise needed. 

 

We have found that recruiting our new patrol candidates from our host program has several important 

benefits, to both the candidate and the patrol.  First, it permits the candidates to get an intimate knowledge 

of patrol responsibilities and commitment.  After rubbing elbows (literally) with the patrol for a season, 

they know exactly what they are getting into.  This affiliation also allows the patrol to see how the 

potential candidate interacts with customers, the primary focus of the Host Program and the Patrol. 

 

Hosts share the same benefit package as the patrol.  This package has two levels with increased benefits 

and area discounts being extended to Patrollers and Hosts who have worked at least 22 shifts in the 

previous season.  The "Discount List" currently includes two thirds of the Patrol and one quarter of the 

Hosts. 

 

We have found this method of recruiting patrol candidates to have great benefit.  After several years we 

have had an excellent completion and retention rate.  Yes, it adds a year (only four months really) to the 

process of becoming a patroller.  But the fun of being a Mountain Host and the benefit of learning the 

details of Patrolling make it worthwhile. 

If you don't currently have a Mountain Host Program, you might consider starting one.  The Area 

Managers LOVE it.  It might just become a fruitful source of new patrollers as it has for us. 

 

 

mailto:wdh@acd.net
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On The Hill  
 

%ÖÅÒ ×ÏÎÄÅÒ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ ÏÒ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ up? 

Finding out is as easy as going to http://www.nspnmr.com/  

 

The season has gotten off to a slow start but that hasn’t dampened the spirits of our excellent 
instructors.  All of the Region’s events are on as planned so get your registrations in by the deadlines! 

 
Our first “On the snow” clinic weekend saw most of our instructors visiting Nub’s Nob and enjoying 
some of the best snow man can make on Saturday morning. They spent the weekend boning up on the 
latest and greatest brought down from the Division events and calibrating teaching and evaluating 
standards. Sunday brought the majority of our Alpine and Alpine Senior Candidates and they enjoyed 
good weather and a fun day of training. All of our candidates went home with a firm idea of where they 
were strong and where they needed to enhance their skills to be ready for their upcoming evaluations. 
 
From all accounts this event was a great time for all. 

 
The weekend of 1/21 and 22 is our annual Snow Bowl Event. Expect a full day of ski or ride instruction 
followed by another full day of toboggan training, all at Boyne Highlands Resort. Check with Mike Leach 
if you haven‘t registered but would like to attend one or both of these great days, there might be a spot 
left for you! (Even if you are a bit late) Info and registrations are available at the Region website or from 
your patrol leadership. 

 
February 4th is our last scheduled ski/ride and toboggan clinic which will be held, this year, at Treetops 
Resort. This is a one day clinic and promises to be fun and beneficial especially for our candidates. Info 
and registrations are available at the Region website or from your patrol leadership. 

 
Other important upcoming dates: 

2/18/12 Section 2 Basic Alpine Evaluation @ Otsego Ski club Pete Toundaian/Chuck Thomas 
2/19/12 Section 3 Basic Alpine Evaluation @ Mt. Holiday  Rod Kivell/Jeff Summers 
2/26/12 NMR Senior Alpine Evaluation   @ Boyne Mountain Jim Markey/Mike Leach 
3/14/12 Section 1 Basic Alpine Evaluation @ Boyne Mountain Carl woodcock/Dan Dryden 

 
If you have questions or comments about any of our Alpine Events or programs please contact Mike 
Leach @ mrleach@umich.edu or 734-417-5944 

 

Think Snow!  
 

By:  Mike Leach, Proficiency Supervisor 

http://www.nspnmr.com/
mailto:mrleach@umich.edu
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NORTHERN MICHIGAN REGION 

CALENDAR 2012  
  

January 

      4  NMR Early-Winter Newsletter article deadline - Candy Jacques 

      7   NMR Instructor Calibration Clinic @ Nubs Nob - Mike Leach & Jim Markey 

      8 NMR Training Clinic @ Nubs Nob - Mike Leach & Jim Markey 

    21 NMR SES & SBES @ Boyne Highlands - Mike Leach & Jim Markey 

    22 NMR TES @ Boyne Highlands - Mike Leach & Jim Markey 

 
February 

     4 NMR SES, SBES & TES @ Treetops - Jim Markey & Mike Leach 

   18  NMR Section # 2 Basic Evaluation @ Otsego Ski Club - Peter Toundaian & Chuck Thomas 

   19  NMR Section # 3 Basic Evaluation @ Mt. Holiday - Rod Kivell & Jeff Summers 

   20  Individual Award Deadline (Appointments, Stars, MSA, DSA, etc.) - Dick Jacques 

   26  NMR Senior Ski & Tobogganing Proficiency Exam @ Boyne Mountain - Mike Leach & Jim     

                                      Markey 

MARCH 

      3               Outstanding Awards Submissions deadline - Dick Jacques  

    11  NMR Section # 1 Basic Evaluation @ Boyne Mountain - Carl Woodcock &Dan Dryden 

    11  NMR Awards Committee Meeting @ Boyne Mountain - Dick Jacques 

    11  NMR OPS Committee Meeting @ Boyne Mountain - Robert Lechtanski 

    12 NMR OEC SEM Paperwork Deadline - NMR OEC Administrator, Tena Lechtanski 

    14  NMR Spring Newsletter article deadline - Candy Jacques 

    25  NMR SEM Evaluation @ Boyne Mountain - Tena Lechtanski 

 

MAY 

       5  NMR Spring Board of Directors Mtg. @ Cedar River Hotel-Bellaire, MI - Robert     

                                       Lechtanski                                     

       5  NMR Awards Banquet @ Cedar River Hotel - Bellaire, MI - Dick Jacques  

 

Instructor Development News 

 By: Virginia Rodeman 

 

I would like to put an Instructor Development class on the calendar for Saturday, April 21 at 

9am in the Schuss Mountain Patrol Building. 

 

It will be an E-course. Students need to complete the E-course on the National website and 

then bring their completion certificate and six-pack to the class. 
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Contact Ginny Rodeman at rodewaman@yahoo.com for registration. This class can be used as a 

Senior elective or as the beginning class to become an Instructor in any discipline. 

 

Yes! It’s Awards Time Again 

 By: Dick Jacques, NMR Awards Advisor 

 

Now that ski season is underway, it’s time to finish thinking about awards. Yes, I said finish 

thinking and start typing.  Award applications for patrols and patrollers going the extra mile, 

above and beyond, giving the extra effort, etc. are presented in several categories at Region, 

Division and National levels each year.  Did you know that 30% or the Outstanding Small Alpine 

Ski Patrol awards presented in the last decade have been awarded to Northern Michigan 

Patrols and that over 10 NMR Patrollers and received Division and/or National Awards? 

Outstanding Awards typically require service above the patrol level. However, the majority of 

our patrollers do not aspire to positions in patrol management or activity beyond their local 

patrol. These patrollers are the true backbone of our organization. Northern Michigan Region 

established the “Park Willis Every Day Patroller” award to recognize the patrollers who have 

given the extra effort to their local patrol over a long period of time. 

Many individual awards are also available. Awards such as Distinguished Service, National 

Appointments, Leadership Commendation Awards and Merit Stars and Certificates of 

Appreciation all recognize individuals for contributions to the National Ski Patrol and/or use of 

NSP training in Life Saving and/or Rescue efforts.  

I have assembled all the current award application forms, award manuals, how- to information 

and past winning applications as a one stop shop for Northern Michigan Awards information. 

Finished award applications can also be submitted through the site to make submission as 

simple as possible. The site is http://www.northernmichiganskipatrolawards.com/ most areas 

are password protected. Just enter “nspnmr” without the quotation marks when prompted. 

Applications for individual awards must be submitted to me, by February 20th , to insure 

processing through our Region Committee, Division and National in time for our Banquet on 

May 5th. Outstanding award applications must be received by March 3rd for review at the March 

11th Awards Committee Meeting. 

I’m looking forward to another great awards year. With your help, we can surpass last year’s 

achievement of three Division and National Outstanding or First Runner-up Awards. 

 

 

mailto:rodewaman@yahoo.com
http://www.northernmichiganskipatrolawards.com/
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Otsego Ski Patrol  

  By: Don Desautels 

The patrol kicked off the season December 26th with just enough snow to deploy our equipment and run 

in full speed mode within a day.  The skiing was decent since we had a good base from snowmaking. 

Our patrol starts the year with a “hell week” of sorts.  Every patroller is required to pass check off skills 

including OEC, Snowmobile orientation, skiing and toboggan handling. We also attend start up meetings 

with area management and Otsego Ski Club members.  And then there were the 2 chairlift evacuations 

in 3 days.  

The biggest event of December was the annual “Otsego Ski Patrol Celebration & Fundraiser” on the 29th. 

This is our primary fundraising event for the season, the first being the Otsego/Treetops Ski Swap in 

November. We tried to capitalize on our “National Outstanding Small Patrol of the Year” award and 

make the event a party, complete with complimentary food and drinks, banners, posters showing much 

needed equipment, samples of our equipment, a Warren Miller movie running at the same time as a 

slideshow of our past supporters.  We also created a commemorative gold pin featuring our award that 

sold for $75. 

Our fundraiser raised almost $7000, exactly what we need for new FCC compliant radios this next 

season. Many thanks to all the most gracious Otsego Club Members, also our great friends, who, year 

after year contribute to our technical needs.  We offer our expertise, help and safe skiing in return. We 

have equipment as good as our EMS buddies, and without our Otsego Ski Members we couldn't have 

this quality for the families of Otsego Ski Club. Thank you all from the bottom of our hearts!  And thanks 

to patrollers Julie Ann Ritter, Joannie Capuano, Kathleen Arndt, Mary & Tim Gaffney and John Parrotino 

for helping out. 

We have a new patroller Jonathan Burke, who we will train for his hill and skiing test.  Kirk Swarbrick and 

Mark Due also are working toward Senior SEM.  Long time patroller Ron Chavey has officially retired 

from the patrol. Best of luck Ron and thanks for the many years of service. 

 

Winter has arrived! 

By Dave Germond, PD, Schuss Mountain 

Schuss Mountain has just now completed just the 3rd weekend of operation for the 2011-12 ski season.  

It’s been a late start. However, we are fortunate that nearly 2/3 of our skiable acreage was open by the 

New Year’s weekend.  Based on the 1st “blizzard” of 2012 (the weatherman’s terms, not mine), we will 

be almost 100% opened by the 1st full weekend of January (7/8), nothing short of remarkable when you 

consider the balmy temps we experienced for much of December. 

While skiing got off to a late start, it didn’t affect our patrol’s ability to have a “party”.  On Friday, 

December 30th , we held a potluck dinner in the family area of our patrol room with over 40 people in 

attendance to honor Ken Navarre on his “retirement” from NSPS. He is now registered as an Alumni 
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patroller.  We will hardly know Ken is “retired” as he has promised to check in on us frequently and still 

keeps our snowmobiles running.   

We have been busy completing our on the hill ski and toboggan refreshers and have gotten over 2/3 of 

the patrol ‘ready’ for the on the hill responsibilities.  Additionally, two of our local PSIA ski instructors 

ran a mini ‘ski enhancement’ training session for willing patroller participants on New Year’s Day and 

have volunteered to do more work with us as the season develops (guess they realized that they 

couldn’t get me fixed all in one session!).   

With relatively strong crowds over the Holiday time and upcoming ‘Sardine” specials on historically slow 

weekends, this ski season is shaping up to be a good season for the resort and has already been a very 

busy one for our patrol.  We continue to do our version of snow dances and go to bed at night dreaming 

of “lake effect” snows!  Best wishes to all for a great ski season!! 

Do You Have Your “Stuff” Together? 

Dick and Candy Jacques were going to meet patrol friends at a local “watering hole”.  As they drove 

along, the road became very icy and they slowed down. Another car was traveling in front of them and 

as they rounded a curve the car was not there anymore. It was assumed that the car had either turned 

off or had gone around the next curve. Suddenly, Candy noticed that there was what looked like a car’s 

taillights off the road and below the road level. She told Dick what she saw and they slowed but could 

not see them. So they decided that they couldn’t just continue to dinner without checking this out. They 

turned around in a nearby driveway and drove back to where the taillights were seen and there, in the 

dark, off the road, was the car. The Driver was furiously honking the horn and screaming “Help Me! Help 

Me!” 

 Dick and Candy jumped out of the car to try to go to help the voice they were hearing in the dark. While 

Dick went down the “slippery slope” of the embankment, Candy knew they needed more help. The road 

was in a quiet area that goes behind their ski slope so communications are sketchy at best. 

Automatically picking up her cell phone, she realized that cell service is not dependable along that route 

so she pushed their Onstar emergency button for help. It was good to hear that helpful voice you hear in 

the commercials. She gave her new best friend, Zach, the information that she knew at that time which 

was very little. The screaming voice sounded female and must be conscious since she was indeed 

screaming. The car was near a river because the water sounded like it was rushing along. Zach was given 

more information regarding the location and he started contacting the proper authorities while Candy 

was waiting, as instructed, but impatient because Dick was down there alone in unknown conditions and 

couldn’t hear anyone up on the road due to the river. In the meantime, Dick realized that the car was 

upside down, partially in the river and contained a young mother and her two children who where all 

belted into their seats but hanging upside down and water was rushing into their car through the broken 

driver’s side window. Dick tried to block the river as much as he could while he supported the driver to 

try to keep her head out of the water and calm her down all the while telling her help was on the way. 

Then he decided to try to find something in his car to break more glass out to try to get the family out of 

the car. Candy continued with Zach while Dick returned to the car to try to get the passenger, front 

window  to break.  
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As other cars and people came along the road, Candy recruited more help. Soon two more patrollers 

were on scene and 4 young, strong looking guys who were walking along were pressed into help. The 

patrollers gathered blankets from their car and 2 of the 4 guys grabbed Candy’s flashlight and ran down 

to help. One of their concerns was that the car could shift and cause the front end of the car to slide 

further into the river.  All 3 rescuers were working and the car shifted slightly but into the riverbank so it 

didn’t have anywhere else to travel. More water began to flow in and Mom was getting wetter as her 

head went deeper into the water inside the car. The river was incredibly cold but the rescuers pressed 

on.  

Candy was continuing to update Zach who had already launched all available local area rescuers into 

action. Concern for the rescuers and the family was building on the road. Candy called her friends who 

are all medically trained and 2 are fire/rescue personnel in their home communities and told them to 

come to her location “stat” and without questions they were on the way.  “It seemed like it took forever 

for the rescue people to come” hardly can describe the feeling of the people on the road. But as they 

worried, two of the young men managed to get into the car through the broken rear tailgate window.  

Just then the first professional arrived, a policeman from the nearby community who was also a 

paramedic. Then the fire and rescue departments arrived and one ambulance which eventually turned 

into 4 ambulances due to the initial unknown number of people in the car.  

Very quickly, the children were passed out one by one and then the mother. The boys were carried to 

the warm and waiting ambulance and the Mom was assisted up the embankment by Dick and one of his 

helpers, placed on a backboard and carried along the extremely icy road to the waiting ambulance. The 

family was reunited in the ambulance. All the cold wet clothes were pulled off the kids and when Mom 

joined them, she too was undressed and all were placed in blankets.  The rescuers on the street had 

erected big flood lights from their vehicle and it was suddenly daylight as the family was pulled out. It 

was a rather scary scene of controlled chaos. Many were standing waiting for the next things to happen 

and to hear that the family was just wet and cold but essentially OK. 

As Dick and his two brave friends came up also, Candy and her friends began to breathe and check 

them. One young man had cut his hand so EMS took him and his friend who was wet up to his own ribs 

and pretty cold. They went to a nearby house and were placed in a hot shower to warm up. Dick was 

lucky. His fleece sweats were wet nearly to the knees but his feet were remarkably dry. Thank you LL 

Bean! 

The sheriff wanted Dick and Candy’s names but only took Dick’s driver’s license for some reason.  (We 

told him he should have paid those tickets in Detroit!) As they waited, they noticed all of the different 

agencies that responded to this effort - Police, Fire/Rescue from 2 communities, Sheriff, and an 

assortment of others which included a Conservation Officer. She was there to protect the river it was 

guessed and was somewhat distressed when there was a question of glass from the windows possibly in 

her river! Not to mention the upside down car in the river!  It was interesting to watch each do their 

jobs. 

Dick, Candy and their friends left the scene still pretty shaken but excited about the experience. As the 

reality began to set in they began to talk about what had happened they began to question;  hy were 
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we, 7 in total, all ski patrollers, so poorly prepared to help out? We only had 2 blankets initially. There 

was no instrument to break the glass and cut the seatbelts. All of our first aid belts that we wouldn’t go 

anywhere around our resort without, were locked securely in the boot room at the patrol building. 

Candy was wearing sneakers on a cold winter night! Her new boots were in the condo. We should have 

called for the 3 additional helpers sooner because they arrived a little behind the rescue personnel so 

they weren’t allowed very close to the scene. We had no rope to tie the car off and stop it from going in 

deeper and we had very little light with only 2 flashlights available. Our list went on. We began to feel 

kind of guilty and very lucky that others had come along to help. We were making a list of items to “not 

leave home without” in the future. There was much discussion over some adult beverages and coffee at 

dinner about what we could have done better or different. Considering the conditions, we felt we had 

done an adequate job. Perhaps the rescuers should have made sure they were safe before trying to 

rescue others, especially in the darkness but all agreed that we were thankful that we were there, the 

family was now safe and we had done as best we could under very trying conditions. We were proud 

and had a lot to share with our fellow patrollers the remainder of the weekend. It was quite the topic of 

conversation over the next week and on the following weekend at the ski patrol building. 

So – the headline for this rather long article is “Do you have your “stuff” together?” Are you prepared to 

help others away from the patrol setting? Would you stop to help others? Are we following our own 

training guidelines and keeping ourselves safe first? Where are our first aid belts or first aid kits during 

the ski season? Do we go out into the cold dressed appropriately? Do we remember that it is really 

winter and it is pretty cold even with our recent, seemingly tropical temps? Surely, you all can think of 

other questions that you and your fellow patrollers can use as you talk about what you might have done 

in this scenario. Hopefully, you do use this experience to talk about it and remind each other to stay safe 

while we try to help others even off the ski hill.  

I am very proud of us as a group and I feel like we did a fantastic job. Perhaps we need to stop and 

remember to “size up the scene” and make sure we are around to continue to do that excellent job. I 

thank all that helped that night and our 3 fellow patrollers that dropped their meals and beverages and 

came to help us without any questions. It is a very good feeling to have friends like that and know that 

they will always be there on the hill too. We all did our jobs as a team that night and that is what Ski 

Patrol is really about – teamwork! Thank you all. I hope the Region is proud of this group too! 

We heard from the primary paramedic who transported all three family members to Munson Hospital in 

Traverse City that night. She said she was really glad to see people she knew, especially patrollers, at 

that scene. It made her job easier as she took a brief report and went to work because she knew she 

could trust our assessment and preliminary treatment. She said that the family was doing pretty good. 

The kids would be discharged that night and probably the Mother would be too, if she continued to 

improve. She said we did a great job and probably saved that family when we went back to check into 

those taillights being off the road! 

By: The Editor 


